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the issue of licences in Northern Ireland. The Regulations of 1949 prescribe, in common with legislation which exists in Scotland and Northern Ireland, the procedure for the refusal, suspension and revocation of licences. The person concerned has the right of appeal to the appropriate Minister and in certain cases in England, Wales and Scotland, when special areas are proscribed, to an independent tribunal which will report to the Minister before he makes his final decision.
The use of the present designations " Accredited " or " Standard " will not be permitted after September soth, 1954. This is subject to the qualification that under the Milk (Special Designations) Act, 1949, the use of these designations in any specified area is prohibited entirely unless the milk is obtained from a single herd. No further licences to use these designations, whether, new licences or renewals of existing licences, will be granted after ^oth September, 1952. No licences to use the special designation " Tuberculin Tested " will be granted to producers after 3oth September, 1954, unless the herd in respect of which the licence is applied for is an attested herd. Producers who are granted licences following applications made between 3Oth September, 1951 and ist October, 1954, in relation to milk from a non-attested herd, will be allowed a licence for three years only until the herd becomes attested. No licence to use the designation " Tuberculin Tested " for milk from a non-attested herd will be valid after soth September, 1957. It should be noted that every person who at present holds a designated licence on the ist October, 1949, holds it for five years without renewal unless it is revoked or suspended during that period. Dealer's licences, however, together with supplementary licences, require to be renewed from year to year.
In connection with heat-treated milks, the present " low-temperature holder process " and the *' high-temperature, short-time method " continue to be the approved forms of pasteurisation, but provision is made for the recognition of any other method which the Minister of Food may subsequently approve while an officially-recognised sterilisation process is laid down for the first time. From ist October, 1950, pasteurised milk may be sold only in bottles or other containers and from ist October, 1954, these receptacles must be filled on the premises where the milk is pasteurised.
Under the terms of the Food and Drugs (Milk and Dairies) Act, 1944, licences for the production of raw designated milks are granted by the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries and milk produced under such licence can be sold in any district by the producer. If the producer of designated milk requires to purchase accommodation milk of similar grade, he must obtain a dealer's licence and supplementary licences for each other district in which the milk is sold. For the production of pasteurised and sterilised milks, licences are granted by the Food and Drugs Authorities within the meaning of Section 64 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938. All other licences are granted by local authorities within the meaning of that Section. In the past, the granting of licences for designated milk production has raised several problems. In some cases the authorities concerned have given too little consideration to essential requirements while in other instances the standard required has been fixed at such a high level as to be entirely unreasonable. In many instances, buildings and plant appear to have been approved with similar lack of care.
Any person who wishes to produce any type of designated milk must make a written application to the appropriate licensing authority and, following the